Medical Word Parts: Suffixes

« Characteristics of a Suffix

— A suffix is a word part that is at the end of a
word.

— A suffix modifies or clarifies the medical
meaning of the combining form.

— A suffix is a single letter or group of letters that
begins with a hyphen.

— Most medical words contain a suffix.

— Indicates a procedure, a condition, or a
disease.
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Figure 1-4 Suffix.
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Suffixes for Adjective Forms

Suffix Medical Meaning Example and Definition

-ac pertaining to cardiac (pertaining to the heart)

_al pertaining to Intestinal (pertaining to the

Intestine)
. muscular (pertaining to the
-ar ertaining to
P J muscle)
-ary pertaining to urinary (pertaining the urine)
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Suffixes for Adjective Forms

Suffix Medical Meaning Example and Definition

-iC pertaining to pelvic (pertaining to the pelvis)
ine pertaining to uterine (%?gtrauig)ing to the
-ive pertaining to Digesti(\j/ieg égﬁgtﬁ;ning ©

-0us pertaining to venous (pertaining to the vein)
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Suffixes for Processes

Suffix | Medical Meaning Example and Definition
-ation a prOCﬁZ?/;i nbgelng or urination (a process of [making] urine)
-ion action; condition digestion (action of breaking down)
IVsis process of breaking hemolysis (process of breaking down or
y down or destroying destroying blood)
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Suffixes for Diseases and

Conditions

Suffix | Medical Meaning Example and Definition
-la condition; state; thing pneumonia (condition of the lung)
Lism process; disease from a hypothyroidism (disease from the specific
specific cause cause of deficient thyroid hormone)
-itis mflammatlogfof; infection tonsillitis (inflammation of the tonsil)
-megaly Enlargement cardiomegaly (enlargement of the heart)
-oma tumor; mass neuroma (tumor of the nerve)
: condition; abnormal : . _
-0Sis condition: process psychosis (abnormal condition of the mind)
-pathy disease, suffering arthropathy (disease of the joint)
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Suffixes for Medical

Specialties/Specialists, and Procedures

Suffix Medical Meaning Example and Definition

mastectomy (surgical excision

-ectomy surgical excision [removal] of the breast)

arthrography (process of

-graphy process of recording recording [the structure] of a joint)

psychiatry (medical treatment for

-iatry medical treatment the mind)

_itian a skilled professional or | dietitian (a skilled professional or

expert expert in foods and diet)
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Suffixes for Medical Specialties/Specialists,

and Procedures (cont’d)

Suffix Medical Meaning Example and Definition

-logy the study of cardiology (the study of the heart)

process of using an gastroscopy (process of using an

-scopy : : Instrument to examine the
instrument to examine
stomach)
_stom surgically created tracheostomy (surgically created
y opening opening in the trachea)
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Medical Word Parts: Prefixes

« Characteristics of a Prefix

— A prefix Is a word part that is at the beginning
of a word.

— Tells the how, why, where, when, how much,
how many, position, direction, time or status

— A prefix is a single letter or group of letters
that ends with a hyphen.

— Occasionally, a medical word has two
prefixes.
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Intra-

Figure 1-5 Prefix
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Prefixes for Location or Direction

Prefix Medical Meaning Example and Definition
endo- Innermost; within endc\)l\t/?{ahci:lr:etﬁle(tp; Zgﬁier;?g 0
epi- upon, above epidermal t(ﬁeer;i\m;ng to upon
e e
intra- within intravev\rllict)rl:i?] (,f\e/retﬁ]i)n Ing to

. . Copyright ©2011 by Pearson Education, Inc.
Medical Language, Second Edition Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458
Esmmm— Susan Turley All rights reserved.




Prefixes for Location or Direction

Prefix Medical Meaning Example and Definition
. pericardial (pertaining to
peri around around the heart)
) _ : postnasal (pertaining to behind
post after; behind the nose)
) . premenstrual (pertaining to
pre Before; in front of before menstruation)
sub- below; underneath; less subcutaneous (pertaining to
than underneath the skin)
) _ transvaginal (pertaining to
trans across; through through the vagina)
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Prefixes for Amount, Number, or

Speed

Prefix Medical Meaning Example and Definition
bi- WO bilateral (psei(;tgtsir)\ing to two
brady- slow bradycasrjjci\z/iv (ﬁggrotlgtion of a
hemi- one half nalf[of the body] with paralysi
hyper- above; more than normal rr? g&e{ﬁzr;shzr:rgcsnpc:iéggug)
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Prefixes for Amount, Number, or

Speed

Prefix

Medical Meaning

Example and Definition

hypo-

below: deficient

hypothyroidism (disease from a
specific cause of deficient
thyroid gland [hormone])

mMono-

one; single

mononucleosis (abnormal
condition of [white blood cells
that each have] one [large]
nucleus)

poly-

many; much

polyneuritis (inflammation of
many nerves)

qguadri-

four

guadriplegia (condition of four
[limbs] with paralysis
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Prefixes for Amount, Number, or

Speed

Prefix Medical Meaning Example and Definition
tachy- fast tachycardia cheogr%ltlon of a fast
tri- three trigeminal (pertaining to three

[nerve branches in a] group)
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Prefixes for Degree or Quality

Prefix Medical Meaning Example and Definition
a- away from; without aSperm@igﬁgﬂslst';;r[ﬁf being]
) : _ anesthesia (condition [of being]
an without; not without sensation
. : antibiotic (pertaining to against
ant against living organisms)
de- reversal of; without dement:/?it(rc]:(())lr}tdgl?nri\n[gf being]
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Prefixes for Degree or Quality

Prefix Medical Meaning Example and Definition
dysphagia (condition of painful
dys- painful; difficult; abnormal or difficult eating and
swallowing)
) _ euthyroidism (process of
cu normal; good normal thyroid gland [function])
) - malnutrition (being or having
mal bad; inadequate inadequate nourishment)
) : : respiration (a process of again
e again and again and again breathing)
Medical Language, Second Edition COpySgBL?égéél ggli/eee;rs,\?gwE\c]igrcsaet;og,?Lns%
' == Susan Turley Al rights reserved.




